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the Press: 



Inseparable 




CIA and 



By Bill Richards 

Washington Post etotf Writer 

After three days of testimony be- 
fore a House Intelligence subcom- 
mittee concerning the intricate rela- 
tionship between the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency and the press, Rep. Les 
Aspin (D-Wis.) concluded with some 
resignation yesterday that there seem- 
ed to be only one area where all sides 
agreed. 

The CIA officials, reporters and for- 
mer U.S. ambassadors who testified 
all seemed unanimous, Aspin noted, 
In the view that no amount of legis- 
lative or regulatory action is likely 
to separate the traditional adversaries, 
news gatherers and their U.S. intelli- 
gence-gathering counterparts, while 
working abroad. 

However complex that relationship 
may be, William Porter, U.S. ambas- 
sador to South Vietnam from 1965 
to 1967 explained, it is a “natural" 
one 

Both CIA officials and veteran for- 
eign correspondents for U.S. publica- 
tions told the Overnight Subcommit- 
tee of the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence this week 
that many U.S. reporters abroad seek 
information from local CIA station 
chiefs and, in some cases, offer their 
own impressions or information in re- 
turn. 

“There is a natural affinity between 
journalists and spies,” Ward Just, a 
former Washington Post correspon- 
dent, told the subcommittee Wednes- 
day. Just, who said he reported from 
Vietnam and Cyprus without seeking 
out CIA help, nevertheless added. “I 
don’t think there is a journalist who 
is not fascinated by the intelligence 
community. ’ 

Porter, a 41-year Foreign Service 
veteran, ,told the subcommittee yester- 
day. “I have a feeling that no matter 
what you do this relationship will 
maintain itself." 

Porter said that his belief was 
that a U.S. journalist working abroad 
has his first obligation to his gov- 
ernment rather than to his news- 
paper. even if it means planting false 
stories in the press or accepting pay 
for work done for the CIA. 

“If in certain cases a poor hard- 
working journalist needs some help, 
why not?” Porter said after his tes- 
timony. 



Two other former U.S. ambassa- 
dors, William Q Truheart and L. Dean 
Brown, said they disagreed with Por- 
ter. 

“The sound policy,” said Trueheart, 
‘is that there should be no relation- 
ship with CIA or other intelligence 
organizations except insofar as the 
American newsman like any citizen 
wishes to volunteer information.” 

Trueheart is a former U.S. ambas- 
sador to Nigeria and served as a con- 
sultant two years ago to the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, which also 
looked into the Cia’s relations with 
the press. 

Keeping the overseas intelligence 
operatives and the press apart is nec- 
essary. Trueheart said, in order to 
preserve the adversary role of the 



press. “It’s not a question of dirtying 
of the hands," he said. “It’s a question 
of working for two masters.” 

The hearings, which will resume 
next week and conclude in mid- 
January with testimony from CIA Di- 
rector Stansfield Turner, have taken 
on an unusually loose form with in- 
telligence officials and reporters offer- 
ing widely varying viewpoints on the 
nature of their relationship. 

A subcommittee staff -member yes- 
terday called the hearings “explora- 
tory” and said they could lead to 
recommendations for tighter control 
over the CIA’s attempts at press mani- 
pulation. 

So far the hearings have raised as 
many questions as they have an- 
swered. For example: 
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